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upon which Mr. Daggett relies is more abundant for the earlier period 
than for the later. The reader, however, regrets that it was not possible 
to give a treatment equally full in the later period, the interest in which 
is revived not only by the late opinions of the supreme court but by the 
newly issued biography of Edward H. Harriman. 

The book is equipped with a full and usable index, but there is no col- 
lected bibliography, which would have been appreciated. In part this 
lack is supplied by the copious documentation which substantiates the 
facts on which the author bases his conclusions, but the loss is felt none 
the less. 

Taken all in all, the book is a distinct contribution to the later period 
of the history of the United States. Mr. Daggett has also by his book 
called attention to the relatively unworked field which lies in develop- 
ment of railway transportation of the country. "When one contemplates 
the number of aggregations deserving the name of railway systems which 
as yet are unstudied in any adequate manner one feels under still deeper 
obligation to Mr. Daggett for setting the pace and providing a standard 

for his followers in the field. T ^ „. 

L. B. Shippee 

The covered wagon. By Emerson Hough. (New York: D. Appleton 
and company, 1922. 379 p. $2.00) 

Now and then a writer of fiction takes for the background of his story 
an historical setting and so succeeds in depicting the spirit of a bygone 
day that the work deserves attention even in a periodical devoted to more 
serious productions. Such success is that attained by Mr. Hough in his 
Covered wagon. The plot has its setting in the stirring days of the late 
forties and brings out admirably the forces which impelled men and 
women to forsake the older settlements and undertake the wearisome 
miles which lay between the Missouri and Oregon. 

This story deals specifically with the Oregon trail of 1848. While its 
principal characters, of course, are creatures of the author's brain, many 
a frontiersman whose name is familiar to those who have followed the 
tale of western development is brought forward ; Kit Carson, Jim Bridg- 
er, and others whose careers were none the less romantic because they 
were real pass before the reader. 

As an interpretation of the forces which were at work up and down the 
Mississippi valley and which entered into the conquest of the lands be- 
yond the mountains there are few writings, in fiction form or otherwise, 
which equal this presentation. Mr. Hough has used to good purpose the 
store of information which he has culled by many years of study, and he 
has the art to make the past live in his tale. 



